
A Word From the Pastor 

 

January 2017  

Danville Christian Church 

(Disciples of  Christ) 

Inside this issue: 

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

2 

Update Your Info 2 

Fellowship of 12 2 

Annual Congre-

gational Meeting 

3 

Regional Assem-

bly 

3 

CPR Training 

Offered 

3 

DWM News 4 

Prayer Request 4 

General Assem-

bly 

5 

2017 Camp 5 

Calendar 6 

1 Peter 4:10 
10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 

 
 Reader’s Digest recently published a list of the top Christmas movies of all time. It may not 

come as a surprise to you that the movie at the top spot was the classic, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Number 

2 was “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” followed by “A Christmas Story,” the tale of the quest for a "Red 

Ryder carbine-action, two hundred shot Range Model air rifle with a compass in the stock and this thing 

which tells time.”  . 
 While you may have your own favorites, most of our Christmas movies reflect the giving and 

receiving of gifts, which has become a popular feature of our Christmas celebrations since the early 
1800s. Today, Christians and non-Christians give Christmas gifts to those we love, our family, friends, co-

workers, teachers, and others.  
 For many of us, it is especially a time of giving thanks to God for all of the blessings that God 

has showered upon us. Christmas can be a rather poignant time, when we remember the past, reflect on 

our present, and wonder about our future. 
 Yet, throughout our lives, God has been an ever-present presence, though we may not have 

always acknowledged God in our lives. God knows each of us intimately (Psalm 139). God knows who 

we are and what we were created to be and has given each of us gifts that support both our spiritual 

development and the work of the church.  
 These gifts are usually referred to as, “Spiritual Gifts.” Regarding these Spiritual Gifts, Church 

consultant, Bill Easum, wrote, “The foundation for Spiritual Gifts is the belief that God gives to every 

human being certain gifts that, when used properly, allow the Body of Christ to fulfill its role and the 

individual to develop into the incredible creature God created her or him to be.” 
 When we usually speak of someone who is gifted, we probably think about certain traits or 

abilities that people seem to have been born with. But Easum helps us understand the difference between 

such natural abilities and the Spiritual Gifts from God. He writes, 
 “Spiritual Gifts are not to be confused with natural talents. For example, a person may be an 

excellent carpenter or painter but may also have the spiritual gift of teaching or mercy or administration. 

Their spiritual journey, as well as the wholeness of the Body of Christ, will be better served if they exer-
cise their spiritual gift instead of their natural talent. Natural talent is what we do  to accomplish something; a 

Spiritual Gift is what God does through us to accomplish something (italics, mine).” 
 This two-fold purpose of the Spiritual Gifts is described by the writer of the Bible book of 

Ephesians. “11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturi-

ty, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” - Ephesians 4:11-13 
 In the coming weeks and months we will be focusing on these gifts. We will give you an oppor-

tunity to arrive at a sense of what the gifts are that God has given you and how these gifts can positively 

impact your life and the life of our church. 
 Each of us are unique individuals. There never has been, nor will there ever be someone exact-

ly like you. But you, in your uniqueness, are precious to God. As Paul wrote to the Roman Christians, 

“4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; 

the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 

the compassionate, in cheerfulness.” – Romans 12:4-8 

 

Happy New Year!   
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Take a new journey in 2017!  

 
Do you want to learn and deepen your understanding of the Disciples of 

Christ beliefs?  

 
Join us and meet with friends monthly to learn about and discuss what Disci-

ples of Christ and Danville Christian Church are all about.  

 
Sessions will include: history of Disciples of Christ; history of Danville Chris-

tian Church; public prayer as a spiritual discipline; Where does the Bible 

come form?; origins and high points of the Old and New Testament.  

 
Childcare is available by calling the church office at 317-745-2310 and making 

reservations. 

 
The journey starts January 10th at 7:00 p.m. Additional dates are 2/21, 3/14, 

4/11, 5/9, 6/13. 

Fellowship of 12 

January Birthdays  

1-1 Jerri Grubb 1-12 Ralph Long 

1-1 Mary Haas 1-13 Rick Foster 

1-3 Vicki Harden 1-21 Kristie Waddell 

1-6 Lois Wise 1-25 Kendall Masters 

1-8 Wade Seymour 1-26 Dennis Scott 

1-10 Gary Raasch 1-27 Tyler Scott 

1-11 Phil Brickler 1-28 Aaron Jones 

1-12 Ellie Harvey 1-28 Bob Blubaugh 

January Anniversaries 

1-25 Mike and Linda Rodney 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Update Your Information 
Many changes occur within a year. Have you moved or changed your phone 

number? Please be sure to update your information with the church office.  

There is a number of ways to do this. You call 317-745-2310, fill out a com-

ment card with your new information, email danvillechristian-

church@yahoo.com, or via our website under the directory tab. 
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The yearly congregational meeting will be held immediately following church 

service on Sunday, January 29th in the church auditorium. All members are 

asked to please participate in this very important meeting. We will hold the 

election of the church officers for 2017 as well as voting for the 2017 budget 

and discussing the future of our 10th street property.  

Regional Assembly  

The following is an article from The Indiana Christian. 

 
In a moment of solidarity and concern for the brokenness of our society, del-

egates to the Reginal Assembly unanimously passed a resolution in October 

that requires clergy in the Region to participate in “Anti-Racism/Pro-

Reconciliation Preparedness Classes at least once every five years in order to 

maintain standing. This parallels the requirement that clergy participate in 

healthy boundaries classes addressing ministerial ethics and conduct that be-

gan in 2004 and were mandated at the 2014 Regional Assembly. The resolu-

tion, which was submitted by the Regional Board with the encouragement of 

a number of congregations, noted that eight other Disciples Regions require 

anti-racism training for their clergy, and current Search and Call papers used 

by our church inquire if ministers have had suck a class. In 2001, under the 

leadership of then General Minster and President, Disciples adopted a “20/20 

Vision” including a hope of “becoming a pro-reconciling/anti-racist church . 

 
The Region will partner with the denomination’s Reconciliation Ministries of-

fice to plan and lead the anti-racism classes which are expected to being in 

2017. 

CPR Training Offered 
Ramona Seymour will be offering two CPR training classes. The first will be on 

Thursday February, 16th at 6:30 pm and the second will be held Saturday, Feb-

ruary 18th at 9:00 am.  

 
This is a Family and Friends class (not certified) and is more casual in nature to 

give you the basics of CPR. 

 
If you are interested in participating, please contact the office at 317-745-2310 

to register. 

Questions should be directed to Ramona Seymour at 317-374-4806.  



Page 4 

Church Family: 

Leon Rodney  Mary Rodney  Jean Davis 

Mary Haas  Marilyn Carew  John Grove 

Keri Beavers  Dorit Blubaugh Rebecca Long  

The Family of Jim Summers   

 

Family and Friends: 

The family of Rev. Lewis Mershon  

Prayer Request  

News from Danville Women’s 

Ministry 
MITTEN TREE 

The Mitten Tree was once again a huge success. As you can see, this is what 

the tree looked like just before all the gifts were delivered. There was also a 

monetary donation received and mailed to Project Angel. These gifts are very 

much appreciated every year. DWM is so grateful to our church members 

and are in awe of your generosity each year.  

 

SHOP WITH A DEPUTY 

Priscilla and Mary Circles met at the church for a salad and desert dinner on 

December 6th. Annetta Gregory gave a devotion and lead Christmas carols 

accompanied by Nancy Bruning. A special blessing is that Jean David and Mar-

ilyn Carew were able to attend this event. 

A collection of $70.00 was donated to Shop with a Deputy. This was the De-

cember DWM mission. 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY - JANUARY 22, 2017 

Church World Service sponsors Blanket Sunday each year. Our DWM will 

have envelopes and brochures in the bulletin January 22, 2017. 

 

These blankets are sent by CWS to various disaster areas around the world 

as well as the United States. Blankets may be used to carry belongings, to 

keep warm, possibly a tent or room divider depending on the need at the 

time. 
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2017 Camp Dates 

General Assembly 
The General Assembly is coming back to Indianapolis. The next biennial gath-

ering of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 

Canada will be held July 8-12, 2017 in the convention center in downtown 

Indianapolis.   

 

The Assembly serves a variety of purposes. Through business meetings the 

mission of the church is given direction. Through educational forums church 

members are equipped for service in their local congregations.  

 

You can learn more about the General Assembly by going to http://

ga.disciples.org. Here you can register to attend and volunteers may register 

for a reduced rate.  
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Sun 
Sunday Worship 
9am Fellowship 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
*Jerri Grubb 
*Mary Haas 

2 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 7pm 

3 
*Vicki Harden 

4 5 
Elders Mtg 7pm 

6 
*Lois Wise 

7 

8 
*Wade Seymour 

9 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 7pm 

10 
*Gary Raasch 
 
Fellowship of 
12 7pm 

11 
*Phil Brickler 

12 
*Ellie Harvey 
*Ralph Long 

13 14 

15 16 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 7pm 

17 18 19 
February news-
letter articles 
due 

20 21 
*Kristie Waddell 

22 
CWS Blanket 
Sunday  

23 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 7pm 

24 25 
*Kendall Masters 
 

●Mike and Linda            
Rodney 

26 
*Dennis Scott 

27 
*Tyler Scott 

28 
*Aaron Jones 
*Bob Blubaugh 

29 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
immediately after 
service 

30 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 7pm 

31     

January 2017 
*Birthdays 

●Anniversary 


